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Read a book, watch the video, or use our Powerpoint presentation. These resources
can be found on https://ieautism.org/autism-acceptance-in-the-schools/
After reading a book, watching the video, or using our Powerpoint presentation, ask
the students to:
Research famous people with Autism or why some people with Autism do not like
using the puzzle piece to represent Autism. 

ACTIVITY 1
1.

2.

3.

Autism Acceptance Lesson Plans
�th - �th Grade
Exploring Autism Acceptance

INTRODUCTION
Prompt students to reflect on the diverse strengths of their classroom community.
Ask students, "how do members of our classroom contribute to our community in
different ways? 
 

Imagine you are helping a new student from a different country.  They need help
understanding the language and the customs at your school.  What are some tips you
would give them about your school? 

ACTIVITY 3
1.

 

Assign students to present the PowerPoint or make their own PowerPoint on Autism
Acceptance.

ACTIVITY 2
1.

 

Make Your Own Poster on How to be a Friend to Someone with Autism.  
ACTIVITY 4

1.

Make-a-Movie: Create a PSA answering this question: How can you be a good
friend to classmates with autism?

ACTIVITY 5
1.

 

https://www.brainpop.com/make-a-movie/?topic=481
https://www.brainpop.com/make-a-movie/?topic=481
https://www.brainpop.com/make-a-movie/?topic=481


List of Famous People with Autism
Carl Sagan ‒ Astronomer
Cody Ware ‒ Racecar Driver
Dan Aykroyd ‒ Comedic Actor
Darryl Hannah ‒ Actress & Environmental Activist
Dawn Prince-Hughes - silverback gorillas researcher
Greta Thunberg - climate activist
Jason Arday - Cambridge's youngest-ever Black professor didn't speak until he
was 11
Kodi Lee ‒ Musician
Max Park - a Korean-American speedcubing champion
Peyton Goodard -  writer, presenter, and advocate for inclusion
Satoshi Tajiri - the creator of Pokémon
Sir Anthony Hopkins ‒ Actor 
Temple Grandin - animal and autistic advocate

 

Vincent Van Gogh ‒ Artist (source: All Things Interesting)
Andy Warhol ‒ Artist (source: Applied Behavior Analysis Programs)
Albert Einstein -  Scientist & Mathematician
William Butler Yeats ‒ Poet (source: Applied Behavior Analysis
Programs)
Emily Dickinson ‒ Poet (source: Early Childhood Education Degree)
Michelangelo ‒  Poet, Painter, Architect & Sculptor (source: WebMD)
Thomas Jefferson - revolutionary leader and �rd president of the United
States
Emily Dickinson ‒ Poet
Nikola Tesla ‒ Inventor

 

Historical People who are 
Thought to Have with Autism

There are many people with Autism.  Here is a small sample.  
Research to find others. 

https://allthatsinteresting.com/vincent-van-gogh-facts
https://www.appliedbehavioranalysisprograms.com/historys-30-most-inspiring-people-on-the-autism-spectrum/


Name: Date:

FAMOUS PERSON WITH AUTISM

Use a variety of research sources to find out facts and information about a
famous Autistic person.

Name:

Something new I learned today:

Information on what they are famous for:

Date of birth:

Place of birth:

Date of death:

Facts about their life/childhood:

Their strengths and achievements:

Other interesting facts about them:
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Middle School Library
Al Capone Does My Shirts (Tales from Alcatraz Series #�) (�th and �th grade)
When his father decides to work at Alcatraz in the ����s, Moose Flanagan's life is
uprooted when his family moves to the island to live on the prison grounds with
some of history's most dangerous criminals. The story also explores Moose's
relationship with his autistic older sister, Natalie, and captures what it's like for
him to be the neurotypical sibling. 
A Whole New Ballgame (Rip and Red Series #�) A Whole New Ballgame, by Phil
Bildner (�rd thru �th grades). For best friends Rip and Red, their expectations for
fifth grade are turned upside down by their teacher and basketball coach, Mr.
Acevedo, who doesn't believe in tests or homework and assigns them wacky
projects that knock them out of their comfort zones. The novel explores their
friendship and how they help one another survive the year.
Can You See Me? (�rd through �th grade) - Co-written by a girl with Autism.  This
is a  glimpse into the world of a young autistic girl who is astonishingly insightful
and honest. Tally's struggles to 'fit in' are heart-wrenching, and her victories are
glorious.
Planet Earth is Blue (Middle School). Written by an Autistic author.  Twelve-year-
old Nova is eagerly awaiting the launch of the space shuttle Challenger--it's the
first time a teacher is going into space, and kids across America will watch the
event on live TV in their classrooms. While foster families and teachers dismiss
Nova as severely autistic and nonverbal, Bridget understands how intelligent
and special Nova is, and all that she can't express. 
Rain Reign (�th through �th grades).  Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms.
She's thrilled that her name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain
a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of
homonyms, is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her
rules, and the other things that make her different―not her teachers, not other
kids, and not her single father. When a storm hits their rural town, rivers
overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't
have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her
routines and safe places to search.
Rules (�th through �th grades). This Newbery Honor Book is a heartfelt and witty
story about feeling different and finding acceptance. Twelve-year-old Catherine
wants an everyday life even though she has a brother with Autism and a family
that revolves around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the
rules to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine
meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend
she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything
upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?

SUGGESTED BOOKS TO KEEP IN YOUR

https://www.amazon.com/Capone-Does-Shirts-Tales-Alcatraz/dp/0142403709/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2E74418Z4I7N0&keywords=Al+Capone+Does+My+Shirts&qid=1676293336&s=books&sprefix=al+capone+does+my+shirts%2Cstripbooks%2C220&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Whole-New-Ballgame-Rip-Book/dp/1250079764
https://www.amazon.com/Whole-New-Ballgame-Rip-Book/dp/1250079764/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Y8EC7VKNZXZR&keywords=a+whole+new+ballgame+by+phil+bildner&qid=1676260363&s=books&sprefix=a+whole+new+ball%2Cstripbooks%2C163&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Can-You-See-Libby-Scott/dp/1338608932/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3K1SE2W8XOQUK&keywords=Can+you+see+me&qid=1676292131&s=books&sprefix=can+you+see+me%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Planet-Earth-Blue-Nicole-Panteleakos/dp/0525646604/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DJ3G62AW2NSN&keywords=planet+earth+is+blue&qid=1676293104&s=books&sprefix=planet+earth+is+blue%2Cstripbooks%2C141&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rain-Reign-Ann-M-Martin/dp/1250073979/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WA537V2Q6T2&keywords=Rain+Reign&qid=1676294514&s=books&sprefix=rain+reign+%2Cstripbooks%2C148&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rain-Reign-Ann-M-Martin/dp/1250073979/ref=sr_1_1?crid=A5N7ZA5U6UHT&keywords=Rain+Reign&qid=1676260502&s=books&sprefix=rain+reign%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rules-Scholastic-Gold-Cynthia-Lord/dp/0439443830/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XI1FF1W8IJXR&keywords=Rules&qid=1676294615&s=books&sprefix=rules%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rules-Scholastic-Gold-Cynthia-Lord/dp/0439443830/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AXMSVVLNV2S9&keywords=Rules&qid=1676260951&s=books&sprefix=rules%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-1

